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Melbourne, Australia

January 15 – January 22, 2012
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Sunday, January 15, 2012
11:40 pm
Depart Los Angeles (Tom Bradley Terminal) 

Tuesday, January 17, 2012
9:25 am 
Arrive Melbourne (Terminal 2)

Transfer from airport to hotel by Sunbus 

Accommodations:  5 nights (in January 17; out January 22, 2012)

Wednesday, January 18, 2012
Morning:  See the sights of Melbourne Wednesday morning!  Your tour departs at 8:10 am from the APT travel Centre at Federation Square, Melbourne.  Discover the charm of Melbourne.  See Captain Cook's Cottage, Queen Victoria Market, Fitzroy Gardens and Albert Park, home to the Australian Grand Prix.  Stroll the Royal Botanic Gardens, see the Royal Exhibition Buildings and Federation Square.  Visit the Shrine of Remembrance and see the Southbank waterfront precinct.  See some of the city's architecture including St. Paul's Cathedral and the Princess and Regent theatres.  Cross the Bolte Bridge for great city views.  Your tour concludes at the APT Travel Centre at approximately 12:00 pm.  
Evening:  Attend the second round of the 2012 Australian Open.  You can walk by river or take the tram to Melbourne Park.  Enjoy the evening session with reserved seats in Hisense Arena, access to all outside courts (excluding Rod Laver Arena) and activities going on in Melbourne Park.

Thursday, January 19, 2012
Take the tram or a nice walk along the river to Melbourne Park.  Enjoy the day and evening sessions of the 2012 Australian Open with reserved seats in Rod Laver Arena and non-reserved seats to all outside courts (excluding Hisense Arena) and all activities going on in Melbourne Park.

Friday, January 20, 2012
Take the tram to Melbourne Park.  Enjoy the day sessions of the 2012 Australian Open with reserved seats in Rod Laver Arena and non-reserved seats to all outside courts (excluding Hisense Arena) and all activities going on in Melbourne Park.

Saturday, January 21, 2012
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We have left this day open for you to decide on how you want to spend your last day in Melbourne.  There are lots of options:  return with us for another day at Melbourne Park and The Australian Open; many wonderful tours to take like the Great Ocean Road Tour; enjoy the sights and sounds of Melbourne or just relax and soak in the memories of being in the land down under!  How about kangaroo sighting?

Sunday, January 22, 2012
Transfer to airport via Sunbus
8:45 am
Depart Melbourne (Terminal 2) Flight QF93

7:01 am
Arrive Los Angeles (Tom Bradley Terminal) 

Cost for your Australian Open adventure: 
· 4 STAR: 
MERCURE MELBOURNE SPRINGSTREET: Cost per person double occupancy: $4331
· 4.5 STAR:
STAMFORD PLAZA MELBOURNE – 1 bedroom studio: Cost per person double occupancy: $4762

· 5 STAR:
THE LANGHAM MELBOURNE: Cost per person double occupancy: $5141

Deposit:  30%; balance must be paid by October 15, 2011 by VISA, Master Card or check – add 2.5% for AMEX.  Availability is limited and prices are subject to change until deposits are made and airline tickets are bought. 
Let us know if you want to add-ons to Sydney, New Zealand and/or the Great Barrier Reef.
Broach Sports Tours

5821 Fairview Road #118     Charlotte, NC 28209     800-849-6345     www.broachsportstours.com
Carlos McCracken, Tennis Director; 704-814-6801; carlos@broachsportstours.com

Stamford Plaza Melbourne Hotel
111 Little Collins St
Melbourne VIC 3000, Australia
(03) 9659 1000

The Stamford Plaza Hotel Melbourne hotel is a luxury all suite hotel in Melbourne. Ideally located at the 'Paris' end of Little Collins Street, Stamford Plaza Melbourne hotel accommodation is set amidst Melbourne's stylish restaurants and bars, fashionable shops and boutiques, is close to its many theatres, and is walking distance to the city's famous sporting venues.
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Located at the 'Paris' end of Little Collins Street in the heart of cosmopolitan Melbourne, Stamford Plaza Melbourne Hotel has stylish all-suite hotel accommodations. It is the ideal base for business or leisure given its close proximity to the very best of fashion, theatre and dining. Only 18 kilometres from Tullamarine International and Domestic Airports. 

Stamford Plaza Melbourne features: 

283 luxury all-suite guest rooms 
2 mini gymnasiums 

Harry's Restaurant, Cafe and Bar
24 hour concierge 

Indoor-outdoor heated pool 

Our three most popular tours from Melbourne

APT | Yarra Valley Puff Billy Healesville - Your tour departs at 8:20 am from the APT Travel Centre Federation Square (Cnr Flinders and Russell Street), Melbourne. Relax and enjoy the great scenery and famous wines of Victoria’s premier wine region. Enjoy the lush ferns and dense forests of the nearby Dandenong Ranges. En route visit the Beautiful Sherbrooke Forest, home to lyrebirds, crimson rosellas, cockatoos and kookaburras. Enjoy the picturesque mountain villages scattered along the way and the spectacular views of Melbourne’s skyline. Enjoy a traditional morning tea of Aussie billy tea, lamingtons and vegemite crackers. See picturesque mountain villages scattered along the way and the spectacular views of Melbourne’s skyline. Ride the restored Puffing Billy Steam Train for a memorable journey on Australias most notable narrow gauge railway, tour the Yarra Valleys beautiful verdant hills and prosperous vineyards. Enjoy lunch at Fergusson’s Winery (own expense) while sampling some local wines. After lunch, wander among Australia's unique birds and animals in the natural bushland setting of Healesville Wildlife Sanctuary, Australia's premier wildlife and nature sanctuary and home to over 200 species of Australian birds, mammals and reptiles. Get up close to koalas, kangaroos, wombats, emus, cockatoos, parrots and many more and witness the amazing and exciting Eagles Fly demonstration within the sanctuary. See Healesville Sanctuarys renowned nocturnal house with the shy platypus, walk through large aviaries and pond areas. Arrive back in Melbourne at approximately 5.30 pm.

Penguins Viewing Platform - Your tour departs at 1.15pm from the Australian Pacific Touring Travel Centre at Federation Square (Cnr Flinders and Russell Street), Melbourne. Get close to the remarkable penguins and wildlife of Australia Phillip Island, home to an astounding array of wildlife, including Australia's largest fur seal colony, the little penguins and cuddly koalas. The Phillip Island Nature Park offers up-close ways to witness the Penguin spectacle. See the amazing "Penguin Parade" on a more personalized wildlife viewing area limited to 130 people with ranger interpretation providing closer viewing of the penguin arrival than the main viewing stands. Includes a complimentary drink. Visit Warrook, a working cattle farm in the prosperous Gippsland region. Enjoy the opportunity to pat and feed kangaroos, wallabies and a host of farm animals. Encounter koalas in their natural habitat at the Koala Conservation Centre. Stroll along elevated boardwalks and spot koalas in the trees. View spectacular coastal scenery at Nobbies, two rocky outcrops abundant in marine life. From the walkway, see Australia's largest population of fur seals living along the rugged southern coastline. Browse through the educational and interesting Phillip Island Visitors Information Centre. Arrive back in Melbourne, summertime is approximately 11.30pm and wintertime approximately 10.30pm.

Great Ocean Road Adventure - Your tour departs at 8:00 am from the APT Travel Centre at Federation Square (Corner Flinders & Russell Street), Melbourne. Enjoy one of the world’s great coastal drives with dramatic scenery and striking contrasts. Travel via the city of Geelong and Corio Bay. View the popular coastal townships of Torquay and Lorne, a surfer’s haven and retreat. Pass world famous Bells Beach, home to World Surfing Championships. Travel the length of the Great Ocean Road passing towering limestone cliffs, sweeping white beaches and stunning forest scenery.  Truly one of the world’s great scenic coastal drives. Witness a fabulous spectacle of massive natural erosion. Contrast abound between rugged coast and verdant rainforest living side by side. See the amazing Twelve Apostles, limestone stacks rising dramatically from the Southern Ocean and visit the Information Centre. Walk along the boardwalk and enjoy the scenery from various viewing platforms. See Loch Ard Gorge and be swept away by the romantic and tragic story of love and lives lost aboard the Loch Ard. Explore Port Campbell National Park. Discover the tragic history of over 50 ships wrecked along this rugged coastline. Continue beyond Port Campbell to the remnants of London Bridge. Don't forget extra film as we embark on a number of great photo locations including Razorback and Island Arch. See the spectacular night lights of Melbourne as you cross the West Gate Bridge. Return to Melbourne at approximately 7:30 pm.

There are many other add-on options from the Great Barrier Reef to New Zealand.
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Testimonials

Dear Carlos: Thank you so much for a fantastic trip to the 2011 Australian open.  Everything went great, from the flight to the transports.  I loved the hotels I stayed in and my seats at the Rod Laver Arena were awesome.  The whole experience was great and I loved Melbourne Park and Melbourne because the city was so easy to navigate.  I especially enjoyed Victoria Market.  I also loved the location of the hotel as I could easily walk to the arena, shop and restaurants everywhere.  This was the best Tennis tour I have been on and I am looking forward to maybe do it again next year.  Thank you again for a great experience.

-- Maryam

Carlos,  We had a wonderful time in Melbourne at the 2011 Australian Open with a lot of memories to cherish, I would like to thank you for helping me put this together for Laurie, she had a blast and it will be a trip she will remember forever.  

Stamford Plaza was an excellent choice; the one bedroom suite was very comfortable and roomy. The location was great; we could walk to the open and a lot of restaurants. The people at the hotel were very helpful and pleasant. They had the daily line-ups available by midnight for the next day’s draw. The only negative we have on the Hotel is there was not much space to put your clothes away, a small closet with 3 small drawers in it. Over all a great choice and would highly recommend it.

We took the 1/2 day city tour on Wednesday, it was helpful on getting to know the city and to go back and visit some of the highlights. We also took the Great Ocean road tour, this was a great tour, scenic costal views the rain forest and Koala bears were cool. This is an all day ride 7:30 AM and we returned at 9:45 PM. if you like the scenic stuff this is well worth the day trip. We took the helicopter ride at the twelve apostles rock formations, $75 for an 8 minute ride but it was a great view. If it was a sunny day it would have been amazing. The other tour we did was the Dinner Tram car. It was on Laurie's 50th birthday, this was one of the highlights of the trip for us.  A special day and a great experience. The food was by far our best dinner on the trip. Everything was done first class. I would recommend this for the special occasion or just a great dinner out. It was three hours long but enjoyed every minute of it. In Melbourne we visited the botanical gardens, they were very nice. Went to the casino, Laurie won some $$, I wasn't as lucky, not too impressed with the selection of table games to play. 

The Open was great; the seats were amazing 4 or 5th row from the court. I was amazed on how good they were and for all 5 sessions we had, Thank you for the great seats. The side courts were easy to get to and the center gather areas were great for people watching.  

We look forward to the French Open and Wimbledon in years to come. We are having some tennis friends over tomorrow eve. To show them the pics and tell them about the great time they missed. 

-- Dan and Laurie
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